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FAQ THE REAL CONNECTION BETWEEN 
LEATHER AND THE MEAT INDUSTRY

LEATHER AND THE MEAT INDUSTRY, WHAT IS THE CONNECTION?

99% of the leathers are made from livestock, (that is cattle, sheep, goats and pigs) and they are a 
by-product of the meat industry. Without exception, across the world farmers do not raise livestock 
for their hides and skins. 

Read more
https://www.leathernaturally.org/Education/Fact-Sheets/Environment/The-Sustainability-of-Leather-FAQ 

https://www.leathernaturally.org/Latest/Featured-Articles/Featured-Articles/Are-animals-killed-for-leather 

ARE ANIMALS KILLED 
FOR LEATHER?

The answer is no. Animals are killed for the meat 
and that is where its value comes from. 

The hides and skins that are used to make leather 
represent, on average only 3-4% of the overall 
value to the farmer. It does not therefore make 
sense to raise livestock for this low level of income 
- it is an urban myth that livestock is killed for 
leather and not for food.

Source: https://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/nw_ls447.txt

IS LEATHER A BY-PRODUCT?

Yes. Of the leather produced worldwide, 99% is 
from livestock, made from cattle, sheep, goat and 
pig hides and skins, which is a by-product of the 
meat industry. The balance comes exotics such as 
crocodile or snake.

Source: https://www.usleather.org/press/Using_leather_does_not_

mean_more_cattle_are_reared_finds_research#main-content
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IF WE REPLACE LEATHER DOES 
THAT MEAN FEWER CATTLE?

No. The number of cattle is determined by  
the demand for meat. If we stop making and  
using leather it will not reduce the number of  
cattle raised.

The report, ‘Quantifying the Relationship Between 
US Cattle Hide Prices/Value and US Cattle 
Production’ establishes that hides are a by-product 
of the dairy and meat industries, not a driver. It also 
shows that ending the use of leather would not 
stop cattle production”.

Source: https://www.usleather.org/press/Using_leather_does_not_

mean_more_cattle_are_reared_finds_research#main-content

WHAT HAPPENS IF WE STOP 
USING LEATHER?

If we stop making and using leather it will not stop 
the production of meat and dairy for the food 
industry. Today we have no other use for the hides 
and skins, if we do not turn them into leather they 
would be discarded, creating and huge problem 
of greenhouse emissions, estimated at 6.6 million 
tons per year*.

Source: http://www.usleather.org/sites/default/files/

documents/210511_Infographic.pdf 

ARE WE EATING LESS MEAT?

No. According to the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations (UN), 
average global per capita meat consumption grew 
from 36.4 kilos per year at the end of the twentieth 
century to 41.3 kilos in 2015. FAO projections 
suggest a level of 45.3 kilos in 2030.

Sources: http://www.nothing-to-hide.org/LeatherFacts/Meat_

industry:_by-product_recycled 

http://www.fao.org/3/y4252e/y4252e05b.htm 

IF WE STOP EATING MEAT WHAT 
HAPPENS TO LEATHER?

Leather is a by-product, without livestock raised for 
food, we would have no hides or skins to make it.

There is no indication however that we will stop 
raising livestock for food in the future because 
livestock is a great source of protein, and an 
important social and economic driver as well as 
a positive contributor to regenerative farming 
practice, which is considered part of the solution 
for climate change. Globally up to 1.3 billion* 
people are employed in different livestock 
product value chains

Source: http://www.fao.org/3/CA1201EN/ca1201en.pdf
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Leather is currently the best 
way to up-cycle hides and 
skins from the meat industry; 
every year the leather industry 
converts around 7.3 million 
tons of hides that otherwise 
would go to landfill. Leather is 
so versatile that it is used in 
a range of products from soft 
gloves to comfortable footwear, 
and from long lasting furniture 
and automotive seating to 
contemporary clothing. 
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